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Tradition in the Modern

When discussing culture, the concepts of tradition and modernity often find
themselves in a juxtaposition, though duality is not absolute. In the realm of art, the
term "impact" is often used to describe the discomfort caused by modernization or
modernity in relation to tradition, seemingly implying an inherent incompatibility and
a paradigm shift. This logic suggests a rupture between tradition and modernity,
deeming the two as incompatible as oil and water. If we approach modern art from the
above-mentioned perspective, we may lean towards a mindset of tradition bring
"replaced” or "marginalized,” missing out on the potential for modernity to "extend"
and "expand" on tradition, especially in the context of Asian art.

The emergence of modern art in Asia and the development of modern art in Europe
and the US are not the same, yet they face a similar dual dilemma: the differences within
and outside of cultures, as well as the continuity between the old and the new, thus
making it more complex and requires further detailed analysis. In 1983, British
historian Eric Hobsbawm introduced the concept of "The Invention of Tradition,"
suggesting that tradition is a product of modern discourse, not of long-established
existence or remnants of ancient times. In other words, tradition, instead of being
subverted or eliminated, is in fact produced by the nature of modernity. Under this
framework, tradition does not mean returning to the past, but rather building on the
present and moving towards the future. Recently, we often hear the cultural slogan "old
is new," which, when viewed from this perspective, carries a more profound meaning.
With such awareness, this monograph raises a few issues and calls upon researchers
interested in the topic from around the world to explore and debate the following:

1. How do various Asian countries selectively approach tradition in the
development of modern art? What are the instances of inclusion or exclusion? What
1s the eventual “outcome”?

2. How does modern art in Asian countries invent tradition? Are there instances
involving the use of tradition to express modern discourses, or vice versa? Is there
perhaps a third scenario beyond these two?

3. As a methodological framework, does "tradition in the modern” provide new
insights or inspirations for the study of modern art in Asia?

4. Other trajectories and actions related to the seeking, utilizing, and inventing of
tradition in modern art.

Focusing on "tradition in the modern” serves as a reminder and questioning that
nothing should be taken for granted when examining the transformations and evolution
of relationships between Asian art and Western art.



